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Hi Growing Minds Family! 
 
Spring is here, and with it comes new beginnings! We are delighted to share 
updates on our progress, upcoming events, and heartfelt thanks to those who 
make our mission possible. Let’s dive in! 

Fundraising  

Right now donations are critical so we have the resources to begin our 
journey of sustainable programs.  Infrastructure (not the fun part), feed and 
care of our animals (the hard sweaty work), training and recruitment of 
volunteers (the endless efforts) will all lead to FUN stuff like farm visits and 
inclusive learning opportunities impacting the lives of Santa Barbara County 
children and families.   
Donations are critical to Growing Minds Farm Education because they directly 
support the mission of providing enriching learning experiences for children of 
all abilities, including those with developmental disabilities and Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. 
These funds ensure the care of rescued farm animals, which play a vital role 
in therapeutic programs, and help maintain the farm facilities, including 



building and equipping the education center. Donations also enable us to 
offer diverse programs, cover operational costs like internet access for 
educational and security purposes, and provide essential resources for 
volunteers and training. Every contribution, regardless of size, makes a 
significant impact on the lives of the children and animals at Growing Minds. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Donate now 

 

Shout outs: 

We are thrilled to share that the Dick Lewis Trust has generously 
supported the creation of our new DLT Learning Center. This vibrant 
space—affectionately called The Learning Center (TLC)—will feature 
a cozy kitchen, a bright classroom, and a welcoming area for 
gatherings, such as birthday parties and other cherished occasions 
where our GM families can come together and celebrate. 
 
A heartfelt thanks to the Desser family for their incredible kindness. 
Their support played a vital role in ensuring our ponies and horses 
stayed happy, healthy, and well-cared for during the chilly winter 
months. 
 
Bonnelle and Jeff thank you so much for helping us.  With your help 
we were able to provide supplements for our older farm animals to 
help them through the cold and wet winter months. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=54CMMVMLTR8H6


Meet our newest additions to our GM farm family 

 

Chantilly  

Horses, ponies, and donkeys are a critical 
component of Growing Minds Farm 
Education. They provide opportunities for 
interactions that improve the lives of 
children and families, particularly those with 
developmental disabilities and Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). 
 
 
 

  DONATE NOW 

 

 

 

Ashley 

Sponsorships: The care of the farm animals at 
Growing Minds Farm Education is funded by 
sponsorships, which in turn supports the 
farm's mission of providing inclusive learning 
experiences that improve the lives of children 
and families, particularly those with 
disabilities. 
 

 

Contact vreid@letsgrowminds for other 
donating or sponsorship options 



Community spotlights 

 

 

Farm Animal Spotlight 

Meet our mini donkeys, Brian and Stewey. From a 
killpen in Texas to life in the Santa Ynez Valley, Brian 
and Stewey are now part of our community herd. 
They protect our smaller goats and sheep while 
providing opportunities for interaction and 
education. Students can meet, feed, groom, and 
potentially walk the donkeys, fostering compassion, 
empathy, and responsibility. 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 

An integral part of Growing Minds, Mellisa Caudillo 
is our lead animal volunteer. Her extensive 
experience and deep knowledge of a wide variety 
of animals, including cows, horses, ponies, sheep, 
and goats is complemented by her genuine love 
for animals and her gentle, caring approach. We're 
delighted to announce she and her husband are 
expecting a baby in May 2025. 

 
Community Spotlight  
 

Growing Minds will be participating for the 2nd year 
in the 7th Annual Santa Barbara County Farm Day 
on Saturday September 6th, 2025 from 10am to 
3pm. The public can experience a day full of FREE 
agricultural activities and tours during the 7th 
Annual Santa Barbara County Farm Day! 



 DONATE NOW  

 

Upcoming Events ! 

 

Event How to participate Contact 

 SEEAG 7th Annual S… https://sbcfarmday.org/  Vicki Reid

 SYV Parents Suppor… Contact Hayley Snow  Vicki Reid

 SYV College School…
Contact College School - 
Stephanie Lewis 

 Person

 Readings with the …
Contact College School - 
Stephanie Lewis 

 Vicki Reid

 Open House @ Growi… Contact us on the website 

 
 

 Vicki Reid

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MDBudWdoY2tnMDBnZnVvY2plbnYxcXE1Nm0gdnJlaWRAbGV0c2dyb3dtaW5kcy5vcmc
mailto:vreid@letsgrowminds.org
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NzJhMGo5bzZhNDdjZmdrazRwdW0waDQ2ZXYgdnJlaWRAbGV0c2dyb3dtaW5kcy5vcmc
mailto:vreid@letsgrowminds.org
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MHRpaTA5OHVpMms2OGpwaXZxOGhpNm1nY2MgdnJlaWRAbGV0c2dyb3dtaW5kcy5vcmc
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NTlnMjFsNWNvc2xwbnY5MGo0Z2FjamkzdGcgdnJlaWRAbGV0c2dyb3dtaW5kcy5vcmc
mailto:vreid@letsgrowminds.org
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=N2FqZ2hiMTF0ZWlrZ3VnMGYwcHJwbzk1dW4gdnJlaWRAbGV0c2dyb3dtaW5kcy5vcmc
mailto:vreid@letsgrowminds.org


 

Feedback & suggestions 

Please email us at vreid@letsgrowminds.org if you 
have any suggestions for our fundraising, or you just 

want to get involved!!  
 

Here's a playful plan to get everyone excited: 

 

Garden Party & Library Spruce-Up​
 Planting Dreams:​
 Join us in our magical garden where seeds turn into stories! Dig, 
plant, and water a patch of nature's canvas that bursts with colors 
and fresh ideas. 

Little Library Revival:​
 Wave goodbye to dusty cobwebs! Let's dust off the old, swap out 
books, and plant vibrant blooms among the shelves. Every flower is 
a new chapter waiting to be written! 

 

Animal Pen Perfection​
 Groom & Glide:​
 Help our furry friends strut their stuff! From grooming and walking 

mailto:vreid@letsgrowminds.org


to sparkling clean pens, your care turns every day into a fur-tastic 
adventure. 

Animal Artistry:​
 Bring your paintbrush and creativity to our farmyard! Design 
playful name signs for our animals, ensuring every cow, pig, and 
pony wears their title with pride. 

 

Digital & Community Magic​
 Website & Outreach Wizardry:​
 If you’ve got a knack for the digital realm, dive into our website, 
lend a hand with fundraising, and help spread our cheerful 
message far and wide. 

 

So, whether you're in the garden with your hands in the dirt or 
crafting digital spells, there's a spot for your sparkle. Let’s make our 
space as fun and vibrant as we are! 

VOLUNTEER NOW 

 

 letsgrowminds.org  

 
 

https://www.letsgrowminds.org/contact.html
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